UM moot court team qualifies for national competition by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
11-20-1980 
UM moot court team qualifies for national competition 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM moot court team qualifies for 
national competition" (1980). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 31714. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/31714 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 





UM MOOT COURT TEAM QUALIFIES 
FOR NATIONAL COMPETITION
MISSOULA—
In a recent regional meet in Moscow, Idaho, a team from the University of 
Montana School of Law qualified for the National Final Rounds in the National Moot 
Court Competition in New York City in January.
This marks the second time a UM law school moot court team has qualified for 
the finals, the first time being in 1957.
The members of the UM qualifying team are Carey E. Matovich, Jordon; Paul C.
Meismer, Billings; and Karl P. Seel, Missoula. All three received the American
College of Trial Lawyers' Lewis F. Powell Jr. Medal for Excellence in Advocacy. 
Matovich also received an engraved sterling silver Tiffany bowl for the best oral 
argument.
The other team, Thomas J. Esch, Missoula; Curtis G. Thompson, Billings; and 
Samuel Warren, FIorence, placed second in the briefs category.
Faculty adviser for both teams was J. Martin Burke, associate professor of 
law at UM.
The National Moot Court Competition, one of the most prestigious law school 
contests, is sponsored by the Young Lawyers Committee of the Association of the Bar 
of the City of New York and the American College of Trial Lawyers. The purpose of
the competition is to encourage appellate advocacy, which involves presenting a
case before an appeals court, among law students and to provide a meeting ground for 
judges, lawyers, faculty and students.
(over)
UM MOOT COURT TEAM QUALIFIES— add one
Almost every law school in the country participates in this program, though of 
172 schools, only 28 teams qualify for the National Final Rounds.
The competition consists of six rounds of two phases each. First a written 
brief is submitted and judged by a panel of attorneys and counts as 40 percent of 
the team's score in each round. The other 60 percent of each round's score is 
based on the team's oral argument.
The University of Idaho College of Law hosted the Northwest Regional Competition 
on Nov. 13, 14, and 15 in Moscow, Idaho. The teams competing represented law 
schools from UM, Gonzaga University, Spokane, Wash.; University of Idaho, Moscow;
Lewis and Clark College, Portland, Ore.; University of Oregon, Eugene; University 
of Washington, Seattle; and Willamette University, Salem, Ore.
This year's problem for competition concerns coirmodities trading.
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